PICTORIAL REPRESENTATION FOR PRUSSIAN ANCESTOR JOHN GOTTY

Image from M. Bryan ‘The poet and the publican’, Wanganui Chronicle, August 1, 1998, p.11.

Prussian ancestor John Gotty was born Siegmund Lucas von Arnim (1813- 1890). His mother
was Elisabeth Catherina Ludovica Magdalena von Arnim, nee Brentano, (1785-1859).
Elisabeth or Bettine/Bettina as she came to be known, was born from an affair between poet
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) and Maximiliane Brentano, nee von La Roche,
(1756-1793) who was married to Italian merchant Count Antonio Brentano. Gotty’s father
was Count Ludwig Achim von Arnim (1781-1831). Siegmund travelled to New Zealand as
Siegusmund von Angen. He could not adopt the name Goethe because he was the son of an
illegitimate child, Bettina, who was to become renowned in literary circles. Gotty was the son
of Prussian nobility – the von Arnim family of Saxe Coburg. See posting To the Manor Born.

PATERNAL LINE FOR JOHN GOTTY
Alardus de Arnem (1204)
Albrect (Albertus) de Arnym (1372-1375)
Hauptstamm Gerswalde Wilke 1 (1408-1438)
Otto IV (1473-1483)
Otto Christoff von Arnim (1682-1748) = Katharina Tugendreich von Arnim
Joachim Erdmann von Arnim = Anna Louisa von Arnim (nee Labes)
Ludwig Achim von Arnim II = Bettina von Arnim (nee Brentano)
Siegmund Lucas/John Gotty = Puhiwahine

Johan Wolfgang von Goethe

Bettina von Arnim

Drawing of Achim von Arnim by Clemens Brentano, brother of Bettina

Maximiliane Brentano (nee von La Roche). Married to Antonio Brentano, mother of
Bettina von Arnim (nee Brentano).

Published two years after Goethe’s death

Goethe and Bettina on the cover of an edition of her book Goethe’s Correspondence with a Child.

Image of Bettina von Arnim on the 5 Deutschemark Note.

Image of Bettina von Arnim on postage stamp, dated 1859.

VON ARNIM COAT OF ARMS

Counts von Arnim, House of Golm-Güstow

This was the Coat of Arms for Harry von Arnim, House of Suckow (1824 - 1881), with the right to
firstborn ownership to the estates of Golm and Güstow. And from 1870 onwards, Master of
Nassenheide, Royal Prussian Chamberlain, Privy Councillor, Envoy to Rome, Ambassador to Paris.
Siegmund’s grandfather Joachim Erdmann was the royal Prussian Chamberlain, Envoy to Rome and
Ambassador to Paris.

Pendant: Image of Johann Sigismund, British Museum, London.

British Museum, London.
The explanation for the pendant is of interest since Achim von Arnim’s father, and Gotty
(Siegmund’s) grandfather, Joachim Erdmann, was also the Elector of Brandenburg.

ACHIM von ARNIM
(1781 – 1831)
Poet, Writer, husband of Bettina
His complete Christian names are Carl Joachim Friedrich Ludwig
Achim. He often referred to himself as Ludwig Achim. Today he is
known throughout as “Achim von Arnim”. He is a descendant of
the Uckermark family branch Blankensee. His father was the
Prussian Royal Chamberlain Joachim Erdmann von Arnim (1741 –
1804), who possessed a number of estates in the Uckermark,
serving the King of Prussia as ambassador (legate) at the court of
Copenhagen, later in Dresden and was then commissioned to
manage the royal theatre in Berlin. With funds from his motherin-law, Caroline Marie Elisabeth Labes, Achim’s father Joachim
bought “Ländchen Bärwalde” comprising the estates of Bärwalde,
Wiepersdorf, Mainsdorf, Herbersdorf, Rinow, Weißen and Kossin.

BETTINA von ARNIM, born Brentano
(1785 – 1859)
Writer
Born, Elisabeth Catharina Ludowica Magdalena, she
preferred to go by the name of Bettine. Her (legal) father
was a merchant and the “kurtrierische Resident” in
Frankfurt/Main, Peter Anton Brentano (1735–1797). Her
mother was Peter Anton’s second wife, Maximiliane von
La Roche (1756–1807). Bettina was the seventh child
from this marriage. One of her elder brothers was the
poet Clemens Brentano (1778–1842) to whom she felt a
close bond in friendship and in spirit. He is said to have
influenced her immensely in developing her particular
sensitivity and outlook on life. Clemens became
acquainted with a fellow student, the young Achim von
Arnim, in 1801 and their close friendship stimulated each
other’s writings and work. Both published and edited an
acclaimed collection of folk songs (“Des Knaben
Wunderhorn”) and became involved in various spiritual
and literary circles.
Bettina also became included in this circle of friends and was involved in the ideas of the
Romantic period. This eventually led to her marriage to Achim von Arnim.
On the occasion of Bettina’s 150th anniversary of her death the Goethehaus in
Frankfurt/Main arranged a special exhibition of her works and life from January 20th to April
5th 2009. A coloured and illustrated catalogue is available from the Goethehaus.

GISELA von ARNIM
(1827 – 1889)
Writer
Born Gisela Ottilia Beata, she was the youngest of seven children
of Achim and Bettina von Arnim. As she was only four years old
when her father died, her mother was attentive so much that
Gisela developed spiritually far above her age. Even before she
was six years old, she took great delight in being read
Shakespeare and learned to read for herself quickly as she did
not want to depend on others. Maxe (Maximiliane von Arnim)
taught her younger sister arithmetic, geography and French.
Herman Grimm (later Professor of Art History and “Geheimer
Regierungsrat”), a young boy of same age, a soulmate of Gisela,
lived in the Arnim house.
They later married but did not have any children.
Gisela died in 1889 on a journey to Florence.

HARRY COUNT von ARNIM
(1824 – 1881)
Diplomat
Harry von Arnim entered the Prussian diplomatic service and
achieved a number of important and influential posts. He was a
Prussian, and later German ambassador (legate) at the Holy See in
Rome. During the time of the first Vatican Council (1869/70) he made
a name for himself on the issue of the papal infallibility. In 1871 he
was appointed to lead negotiations for the French-German peace
treaty. At the end of 1871 he was appointed to the post of
ambassador of the German Empire in Paris. He achieved the honour
of “Kammerherrenwürde”, was elevated to peerage (Count) and
appointed as “Wirklicher Geheimer Rat”. He was a personal (intimate)
confidant of Emperor William I and Empress Augusta. He clashed with
the Imperial Chancellor, Fürst Bismarck.
Criminal and disciplinary proceedings were imposed resulting in imprisonment, which he evaded by
fleeing to other European countries.
Biographies copied from Von Arnim website vonarnim.net.

Me with statues of Johann von Goethe and his friend Schiller. San Francisco, California, 1977.

Me meeting Goethe again, in Vienna, May 2019.

Many of these images were first presented to a whanau gathering hosted by my mother Oma Heitia
at her residence in Marton, New Zealand, in October 2019.
Stella Coram, January 21, 2020.

